
 

                  Friday 27th to Sunday 29th May 2016 

A Celebration of Original Words… 

In Poetry, In Prose, In Song 

CoastWord 



Welcome to our Programme for 2016 
 

It does not seem that long since we were all basking in 

the May sunshine at CoastWord 2015.  And not long 

since we sat back around my kitchen table in early June 

and began dreaming about this year’s festival… and 

here we are, after a busy autumn programme, 

delighted to bring you another weekend jam-packed 

with treasures. 

There is so much to shout about and as we head towards May we will be doing 

just that.  But right now I am particularly thrilled to tell you about our Spotlight on 

Dunbar series which includes events with Roy Pugh and the Friends of John Muir's 

Birthplace and Inspired by Dunbar, an event which features poet Rachel McCrum 

reflecting upon her CoastWord residency alongside Graham Cairns and FilmPoems 

from local writers. 

I am also excited to be dusting off my dancing shoes for our finale event with the 

multi-talented Roxana Vilk.  This will be an extraordinary evening and we are very 

proud to be bringing this event to you in association with East Lothian Welcomes 

Refugees and Dunbar Helps Syrians. 

Join us in the celebration. 

Hannah Lavery 

Festival Director and Founder 

 

Friends of CoastWord 
Why not become a Friend of CoastWord?  For only £10 per year you will receive 

early notification of events, a 10% discount on all tickets and the satisfaction of 

knowing that you are a part of the CoastWord Community… it also makes an 

ideal gift!  For more information go to www.coastword.co.uk/our-supporting-

wall. 



 Timetable of events 
   

Evening Events     Meet the Writer     Spotlight on Dunbar     Workshop 

 Friday 27th May Time Venue 
 Catherine Simpson fiction workshop 3pm-4.30pm Library 
 Claire Askew poetry workshop 3pm-4.30pm Library 
 Calder Wood Press Retrospective 5pm-6pm Dunmuir 
 The CoastWord Coorie In 8pm-10:30pm Dunmuir 
    
 Saturday 28th May   
 Janice Galloway writing workshop 10am-11.30am Library 
 Kirsty Law songwriting workshop 1pm-3pm Dunmuir 
 Rachel McCrum poetry workshop  12pm-3pm Harbour 
 John Muir’s Boyhood 11pm-12pm Dunmuir 
 Tales of Love, Death, Faith and Fishing 12.30pm-1.30pm Dunmuir 
 Ann Cleeves 2.30pm-3.30pm Dunmuir 
 Janice Galloway 4.30pm-5.30pm Dunmuir 
 Words to the Beat 8pm-10:30pm Dunmuir 
    
 Sunday 29th May   
 Fiona Ritchie Walker 11.30am-12.15pm Dunmuir 
 Gerry Cambridge poetry masterclass 1pm-4pm Dunmuir 
 Dunbar Up Close 1pm-1.45pm Dunmuir 
 Isla Dewar with Catherine Simpson 2.30pm-3.30pm Dunmuir 
 Inspired by Dunbar 4.30pm-6pm Dunmuir 
 Roxanna Vilk and GOL 8pm-10:30pm Dunmuir 

 

Tickets 
To purchase tickets for any of our events online go to our website 

www.coastword.com.  Tickets can also be purchased directly at any of our Pop-Up 

Box Offices.  Keep an eye on the CoastWord website or Facebook pages for details 

of where and when our box office will pop up.  The CoastWord website also has 

links for all our artists.



 

 Evening events 

The CoastWord Coorie In 
featuring Kim Edgar 

 

When:  Friday 27th May, 8pm to 10.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel (doors at 7.30pm) 

Tickets:  £10 

The CoastWord Coorie In is a much loved staple of our programme and in the 
ceilidh tradition is a cosy night celebrating music, stories and community. 

Scots songwriter Davie Robertson barely needs an introduction to the guid 
folks o’ East Lothian, certainly not to those who frequent the folk clubs.  His 
funny and perceptive songs are sung in the traditional style, delivered wi’ 
panache and nae nonsense.  Not to be missed.  Kirsty Law is a singer songwriter 
in the Scots tradition.  In addition to her performance at the Coorie In she is also 
running a songwriting workshop on Saturday afternoon (see biography in 
Workshops section). 

CoastWord favourites Dunbar Sings are a community choir led by Karen Dietz, 
founded in January 2008.  Open to all, they sing a wide range of unaccompanied 
songs and are always a delight to hear.  The Writing Mums is a collective of 
mothers and grandmothers who have been writing together for almost three 
years.  They have had their work collected in an anthology and have performed 
their work at The Edinburgh Fringe, The Scottish Mental Health Arts and Film 
Festival, Book Week Scotland and at the last two CoastWord Festivals.  Multi-
instrumentalists Firefly Fortyfive are Carey Lunan, Martin Fay, John Hardman 
and Jen McKie.  Their sound is reminiscent of the 1970s folk scene (think Sandy 
Denny, Pentangle, Joni Mitchell) with jazz and traditional Scottish influences. 

Kim Edgar is a highly respected performer in the Scottish live music scene.  Her 
intimate performances, where her clear, sweet vocals are complemented by 
rhythmic guitar or piano, are captivating. Her songs are inspired by fairy tales, 
feminist issues and social justice.  In addition to her work as a solo artist and 
with her band Cara, Kim also leads a children’s choir at the BIG Project - a youth 
and children’s charity, based in Broomhouse, Edinburgh. 

“[Kim’s songs are] moving, literate, allusive and 
expressively sung - and destined to travel far beyond 
their Scottish genesis." -Scotland On Sunday 



 

 
Words to the Beat 
featuring Liz Lochhead 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 8pm to 10.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel (doors at 7.30pm) 

Tickets:  £10 

Words to the Beat has been a shining star of our last two festivals and we are 
so excited to bring it back!  True to form, the evening boasts a truly stellar 
line up and promises to be an unmissable mix of music, poetry and 
storytelling.  This year we feature Edinburgh-based folk-rock troubadour, 
Withered Hand, Scotland’s makar and recipient of the Queen’s Gold Medal 
for Poetry, Liz Lochhead, Tenement & Temple, otherwise known as Monica 
Queen and Johnny Smillie, singing special selections from the Great American 
Songbook, dynamic poet and co-founder of Neu! Reekie!, Michael Pedersen 
and one half of Rally & Broad, BBC Radio Scotland poet and CoastWord 
Writer in Residence for 2015/16, Rachel McCrum. 

“Liz Lochhead has made a unique contribution to Scottish poetry.  Since the 
early 1970s she has influenced an entire generation of other writers, bringing 
a new kind of poetry performance to the stage, as well as a different set of 
rhythms to the page.” - Carol Ann Duffy, Poet Laureate 

“Thank heavens for Withered Hand… enlightening, wry and devastating, but 
most of all... life-affirming.” - Nicola Meighan, The Quietus  

  

 

 

 
 
 



 

 
An Evening of Film and Music 
with Roxana Vilk and GOL 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 8pm to 10.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel (doors at 7.30pm) 

Tickets:  £8 

Roxana Vilk is a British-Iranian writer, singer and film-maker.  Her work reaches 
out from her home in East Lothian to such far-flung destinations as Bosnia, 
Norway, Lebanon and beyond.  Roxana’s work brings CoastWord an evening 
that connects five of her short films with related stories from Qisetna: Talking 
Syria, a bilingual blog highlighting the stories of Syrians around the world.  
These short but powerful films are snapshots of life and culture in Iraq, Iran and 
Syria. 

After each film, Roxana will link to stories from the Qisetna blog, by finding 
connecting themes or a counterpoint to her own ideas.  The result is a 
fascinating look at the Middle East today, and a celebration of the individual 
voices, especially of women.  In the second half of the evening, Roxana will be 
joined by members of her band, GOL. Hosted by CoastWord and East Lothian 
Welcomes Refugees, all profits from this evening will be shared between 

Dunbar Helps 
Syrians and the 
Scottish Refugee 
Council. 

  

 

 

“Gol are a utterly unique proposition, there’s musical elements of Persia, dub, 
jazz, funk and North Africa that combine so well it’s testament to the skill of the 
band’s members and the music itself. Most importantly though, GOL have a 
groove that anyone can lock into.” - Chris Knight, Astrojazz  

“One of the most exciting and eclectic bands at this year’s Festival. A 
cosmopolitan workout for mind and feet!” - The Scotsman 



 

 Meet the Writer 
Jimmy Perez, Vera Stanhope and Me:   
in conversation with Ann Cleeves 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 2.30pm to 3.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £7 

Ann Cleeves will join us for a thrilling afternoon discussing the inspiration 
behind her two iconic detectives, Jimmy Perez and Vera Stanhope.  The 
event will be chaired by Dunbar resident, Lorna Hill, who is currently 
undertaking her PhD research into the role of women in contemporary 
Scottish and Scandinavian crime fiction with a particular focus on texts 
written by female authors.   

In 2006 Ann was the first winner of the prestigious Duncan Lawrie Dagger 
Award of the Crime Writers' Association for Raven Black, the first volume 
of her Shetland Quartet.  In 2012 she was admitted to the Crime Thriller 
Hall of Fame, alongside such all-time greats as Colin Dexter, Agatha 
Christie and Arthur Conan Doyle.  Ann's books have been translated into 
twenty languages and have been adapted extensively for radio and 
television.  This includes five series of Vera, the ITV adaptation starring 
Brenda Blethyn, which have been broadcast in the UK and worldwide.  
There have been two series of Shetland, based on her Shetland novels, 
and a third series is now showing on BBC One.  Ann's latest book is a Vera 
Stanhope story, The Moth Catchers, published in September 2015.  She 
was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters by the University of 
Sunderland in 2014, in recognition of her outstanding achievements as a 
crime writer. 

  



 

 

Talking Jellyfish - Sex, Love & Parenthood: 
in conversation with Janice Galloway 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 4.30pm to 5.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £7 

We are very excited to welcome Janice Galloway to read from her recent 
collection of short stories, Jellyfish.  This highly acclaimed work was 
shortlisted for the Saltire Society Literary Award 2015 in Literary Fiction 
and longlisted for the Frank O'Connor International Short Story Award.  
In conversation with Emma Moller, local writer and member of the 
Writing Mums, she will reflect on this extraordinary collection of stories. 

“In Galloway’s best work, nothing is ordinary...  she makes the surreal 
flicker like a blue flame from the edge of the everyday.” - TLS 

“An exquisite short-story collection.” - The Guardian 

“She offers vivid snatches of observed and imagined life.  She makes 
pictures, sometimes beautiful, sometimes startling.  She has a gift for the 
unforeseen and illuminating phrase.” - The Scotsman 

“...thoughtful, accurate, sorrowful, dark, infinitely tender, angry, 
memorable.” - The Herald 

“Galloway strips away some of our comforting illusions, and confronts us 
with our weaknesses, our fears and our fallibility.” - The Skinny 

 

Taking Aim with Fiona Ritchie Walker:  
a late breakfast and spoken word event 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 11.30am to 12.15pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £8 inc bacon roll/pastry and tea/coffee 

Montrose-born award winning poet Fiona Ritchie Walker uses poetry 
and family stories to explore the life of her grandfather, Peter Bert 
Ritchie. Her poems include his part in a WWI firing squad and the 



 

significance of a cigarette packet changing hands in 1915.  This piece was 
first performed at the 2014 Edinburgh Fringe as part of the Appletree 
Writers’ highly acclaimed Spoken Word Sundays. 

“A beautiful, moving performance” - Fringe audience member  

  “…writing which echoes the courage of its subject matter”- Roger Elkin,   

Sentinel Poetry  

Old Lady Talking the Blues:  Isla Dewar in 
conversation with Catherine Simpson 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 2.30pm to 3.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £7 

Join Isla as she talks the blues.  Listen to her on how life, loneliness, grief, 
sorrow and sudden splashes of happiness (and her pet dogs!) have 
influenced her writing.  Catherine and Isla exchange their thoughts about 
their favourite books, things they like to put in books and books they 
would like to write, about their heroines both living and on the page and 
about the characters they admire, fear, love and hate. 

Don’t miss out on this conversation, which promises to be an exciting and 
illuminating exchange between debut novelist Catherine Simpson and 
the wonderful Isla Dewar, author of fifteen novels, including Giving Up 
the Ordinary, Women Talking Dirty and Secrets of a Family Album.  Prior 
to writing and publishing her novels, Isla Dewar wrote articles for 
newspapers and magazines.  After finally plucking up the courage to send 
her first novel to an agent, she was signed up within a week and offered 
a two-book deal!  Dewar found success with her second novel, Women 
Talking Dirty, which was turned into a film starring Helena Bonham 
Carter.  Her most recent novel, A Winter Bride, is set in 1950s Edinburgh. 

Catherine Simpson is a novelist and short story writer based near 
Edinburgh.  Her debut novel Truestory was published by Sandstone Press 
in September 2015.  In 2013 she received a Scottish Book Trust New 
Writers Award. Her work has been published in various anthologies and 
magazines, published online and broadcast on BBC Radio. 



 

 Spotlight on Dunbar 
Calder Wood Press Retrospective 
 

 

When:  Friday 27th May, 5pm to 6pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £3 

Calder Wood Press is an independent publisher based in Dunbar, owned 
and run by Colin Will, specialising in poetry pamphlets.  Colin will be 
joined by Calder Wood Press authors to read some favourite works from 
their publications. There will also be an exhibition of all CWP titles from 
1997 to 2015. 

 

 

John Muir’s The Story of My Boyhood and 
Youth 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 11am to 12pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £3 

Will Colin, a Trustee of the John Muir Birthplace Trust, will introduce 
Dunbar’s most famous son, and his memoir, The Story of My Boyhood 
and Youth.  He will follow the reading with reflections on Muir’s legacy.  
‘Muir is a role model for people of all ages, demonstrating that increasing 
age is not a barrier, but presents another series of opportunities.’ 

We are delighted to be bringing you this event in association with the 
Friends of John Muir's Birthplace.  Why not combine this event with a 
visit to the John Muir Birthplace on Dunbar High Street? 



 

"When I was a boy in Scotland I was fond of everything that was wild, and 
all my life I've been growing fonder and fonder of wild places and wild 
creatures.  Fortunately, around my native town of Dunbar, by the stormy 
North Sea, there was no lack of wildness, though most of the land lay in 
smooth cultivation.  With red-blooded playmates, wild as myself, I loved 
to wander in the fields to hear the birds sing, and along the seashore to 
gaze and wonder at the shells and seaweeds, eels and crabs in the pools 
among the rocks when the tide was low; and best of all to watch the 
waves in awful storms thundering on the black headlands and craggy 
ruins of the old Dunbar Castle when the sea and the sky, the waves and 
the clouds, were mingled together as one." - from The Story of My 
Boyhood and Youth  

 

Tales of Love, Death, Faith and Fishing: 
Richard Klein and Karen Dietz 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 12.30pm to 1.30pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £3 

Tales of love, death, faith, and fishing inspired by the history of Dunbar 
and the surrounding area.  Richard Klein has been writing songs for many 
years.  The poetry of Federico Garcia Lorca and American short stories 
provided much of the inspiration for previous work with his band, 
Quixote.  He has lived in Dunbar since 2006 and has taken the landscape 
and stories of the local area as the starting point for his recent songs.  
These are crafted in folk and country traditions but with a definite 
contemporary edge… 

Karen Dietz, a native of Massachusetts, is a musician, performer, 
occasional songwriter, teacher and musical director who brings passion, 
enthusiasm and a wealth of experience to her work.  Karen has been 
Musical and Artistic Director of Loud & Proud, Scotland’s LGBT choir, 
since it was formed in 2005 and leads community choirs in Dunbar and 
North Berwick.  Richard and Karen have sung together since 2008. 

 



 

Dunbar Up Close 
with Roy Pugh and Colin Will 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 1pm to 1.45pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £3 

Dunbar’s Roy Pugh and Colin Will talk about the history of the Dunbar 
Closes in a fascinating discussion peppered with stories and poetry. 

Roy Pugh is the author of several publications largely dealing with the 
history of Scotland.  On taking voluntary retirement in 1996, Roy fulfilled 
a lifelong ambition to write and his first book The Deil’s Ain’: The Story of 
Witch Persecution in Scotland was published in 2001.  This was followed 
by the comprehensive Swords, Loaves and Fishes: A History of Dunbar, 
Roy’s hometown, which took thirteen years of writing and research 
before being published in 2003. 

Colin Will has had eight poetry collections published, the latest being The 
Book of Ways (Red Squirrel Press, 2015).  He has chaired the boards of 
StAnza, the Scottish Poetry Library and CoastWord.  He is webmaster for 
Poetry Scotland and is a publisher under the name Calder Wood Press. 

 

Inspired by Dunbar:  Rachel McCrum, 
Graham Cairns and DunBards’ FilmPoems 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 4.30pm to 6pm 

Where:  The Dunmuir Hotel 

Tickets:  £3 

Dunbar is home to some outstanding local writers and CoastWord is 
proud to present a collection of them reading their work, accompanied 
by atmospheric montages of the East Lothian landscape, in a film made 
by local poet and songwriter Roy Moller.  To complement these 
FilmPoems, CoastWord’s Writer in Residence for 2015/16, Rachel 
McCrum, vividly reflects on her impressions of Dunbar from her 
residency, and acclaimed Dunbar songwriter Graham Cairns presents a 
set of original material.  



 

 Workshops 
Writing Fiction:  Getting Started 
with Catherine Simpson 

 

When:  Friday 27th May, 3pm to 4.30pm  
Where:  Dunbar Library Gibb Room 

Tickets:  £6 (suitable for all) 

Do you want to write fiction but don’t know where to start?  Did you start 
writing fiction but the words dried up?  Or do you write regularly but 
could use some extra inspiration?  If so join CoastWord Festival for our 
Writing Fiction: Getting Started Workshop and learn techniques to help 
generate ideas, find stories, and get the words out of your head and onto 
the page.  The workshop will be led by novelist, short story writer and 
journalist Catherine Simpson, whose novel Truestory was published 
recently by Sandstone Press and included in The Herald’s Books of 2015. 

 

Writing Poetry:  Getting Started 
with Claire Askew 

 

When:  Friday 27th May, 3pm to 4.30pm  
Where:  Dunbar Library Meeting Room 

Tickets:  £6 (suitable for all) 

It doesn't matter if you're an experienced writer with many poems under 
your belt, or someone who's never written a poem before but always 
fancied it.  Come along to this workshop with Tyne and Esk Writers' 
Creative Writing Fellow Claire Askew, and ‘get started’ on a brand new 
poem.  Claire is the Creative Writing Fellow at Tyne and Esk Writers.  
From March 2016, she'll also be working as Edinburgh's very first Reading 
Champion, based at Craigmillar Library.  Her debut poetry collection, This 
changes things, has just been published by Bloodaxe Books, and was 
shortlisted for the Edwin Morgan Poetry Award.  Claire is now hard at 
work on her first novel. 

 



 

Janice Galloway’s Writing Workshop: 
hosted by CoastWord’s Writing Mums 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 10am to 11.30am  
Where:  Dunbar Library Meeting Room 

Tickets:  £6 (for more experienced writers) 

The Writing Mums are delighted to host Janice Galloway’s Writing 
Workshop at CoastWord this year.  This is a rare opportunity to learn and 
be inspired by one of Scotland’s most important contemporary writers.  
Availability is limited so book early to avoid disappointment. 

“...one of the foremost Scottish writers of her generation.” - Irish Times 

 

Songwriting Workshop 
with Kirsty Law 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 1pm to 3pm 

Where:  Meet at The Dunmuir Hotel reception 

Tickets:  £6 (suitable for all) 

Borders-born Kirsty Law has grown up learning traditional songs, mainly 
in the Scots dialect, and her own poetry and songwriting are inspired by 
the ideas and forms she finds within the tradition.  Kirsty has 
collaborated on a range of arts projects, working with other musicians, 
visual artists and poets and her debut album Shift was released in 
December 2014.  She has a wonderful approach to writing and her songs 
respect the tradition whilst still retaining a unique voice full of 
experimentation and beauty.  We are delighted to invite Kirsty to deliver 
our first ever songwriting workshop at CoastWord which will be held at 
the Secret CoastWord Annexe.  Open to all levels of experience, the 
workshop will explore the ability to tell stories, paint characters and 
evoke place in song.  Availability is limited so book early to avoid 
disappointment.  “Beautiful and feisty...  it's a joy to hear a young singer 
and writer in Scots with such earthy and conversational character to her 
singing and songs... a young musician doing things her own way.” - Karine 
Polwart 



 

 

Shoring Sounds:  sound poetry workshop 
with Rachel McCrum 

 

When:  Saturday 28th May, 12pm to 3pm 

Where:  McArthur’s Store, Cromwell Harbour 

Tickets:  £10 (Suitable for all) 

Free your ears, your voice and your lungs with an exploration into sound 
poetry at CoastWord! Led by CoastWord Writer in Residence for 
2015/16, Rachel McCrum, this three-hour workshop will look at 
gathering, representing and reflecting sounds of the shore and sea to 
produce a guerrilla collaborative public performance.  There are no rules. 
Come and play...  Workshop runs until 3pm with performance at 3.30pm. 

 

Poetry Masterclass 
with Gerry Cambridge 

 

When:  Sunday 29th May, 1pm to 4pm 

Where:  Meet at The Dunmuir Hotel reception 

Tickets:  £20 (for more experienced writers) 

A masterclass with Gerry Cambridge, editor of The Dark Horse.  Gerry’s 
poetry has been widely acclaimed… from the TLS to Seamus Heaney.  
To take part send a short writing CV, a sample of two poems and a note 
saying why you'd like to attend to info@coastword.co.uk by 26th 
February.  On acceptance you will be required to pay the £20 fee for 
the masterclass.  The event will be held at the Secret CoastWord 
Annexe. 



  

 

  

 

  

Our Sponsors 
We are so lucky to have the support of the following organisations.  

CoastWord is run by a team of volunteers and we rely heavily on our 

sponsors to make it happen.  

 

 

 

The CoastWord Team is…  Colin Will, Hannah Lavery, Roy Moller, Julie Amphlett, Nicky Martin, 

Carey Lunan, John Hardman, Aileen Kelly, Kate Cornish, Jo Gibson, Adrian Lavery and Lorna Hill. 


